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This survey was conducted among 1,648 public and private sector corporates and startups in 10 European countries: United Kingdom, France, Italy, 
Spain, Germany, Sweden, Norway, Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg, the latter three countries being grouped under the name Benelux.

Italian corporates powerfully lead the charge amongst their 
European rivals in embracing startup collaboration, according  
to the results of the Sopra Steria Open Innovation Report 2023.

Corporates in Italy reported the highest level of startup collaboration 
projects across Europe (80.4%), and also the highest number judging  
it Mission Critical to their organisation’s strategy (56.1%).

Italy was also the country with the highest level of successful 
collaborations (71%), the highest level of corporates who want to 
collaborate in sustainability (72%), and also the largest level of 
satisfaction with such projects (38%).

Almost all of the corporates quizzed reported that they planned  
to collaborate in the next 18 months (92%) – again the highest  
level in Europe.
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Q: Has your organisation ever collaborated with a startup? Q: How many years has your organisation collaborated with startups?

Highest number of corporates 
that find startup collaboration mission critical for their 
organisation’s strategy
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Highest level of 
successful collaborations

Highest level of corporates 
who are very satisfied with their experience of collaborating 
with startups through collaboration projects
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Q: Overall, how often in your collaborations with startups did you achieve your objectives? Q: How would you rate the experience of collaborating with startups though collaboration projects?

Q: Are you interested in (or will again) collaborate with startups within the next 18 months? Q: Which area(s) would you be most interested to collaborate with a startup in the future?

Highest level of corporates
who want to collaborate with startups again  
within the next 18 months

Highest level of corporates 
who want to collaborate with startups in  
the area of sustainability
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